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Introduction
A. The decline of the Christian worldview (review)
B. Factors for the decline (review)
1. General considerations
2. Why churched kids leave
3. Discipleship deficienciesd theimperative for improvement.

Discipleship Deficiencies The Need

1. Contentment with the @ilkO of the word | MEATfor maturity.
(Hebrews 5:1214)N a OshallowO faith.

2. Mind-Less Christian faith. 2 A CHRISTIAN

mind.

3. A GAPbetween professed beliefs and 3. Needed
behavior. INTEGRATION

4. A GAPbetween OsacredO and Osecular.d 4 Relevancdo ALL of life.

5. DonOt knowVHY we believtte Christian 5. A strategy for comparisons and apologetic
way andWHYwe donOt beliesenething CONVICTION
else.

6. Missinghe @IG picture.O 6. A FRAMEWORKor

the big picture.

I. Laying a New Foundation
A. Createa ketter MOOD (seewww.roomfordoubt.con)
1. Highlight the MOTIVEfor Christian faith.

a. More than theWHAT of faith (e.g. 1 Pet 3: 16; Col 2:8; 2Cor 10:5; 2Tim
2:24EP5; Titus 1:9; Jude 3).
b. The WHY of faith.

@'34-"A4(('1'(:" You Lost Me."B0,)2"<4)2""92&45)4'("C'8>%&0, (-#""
DEF"5'G")2')"4)"45""H801/6.).6G"0&"105)6G")&,.1")2')")2.G"2'3."54%(4+48'()"4().66.8),'6"-0,=)57?
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2. Pursue a better OBJECTIVE
a. Assent(Matt. 16:1517; John 20:331; Rom. 10:9; 1 John 4:15; Heb. 11:6ab).
b. Trust (James 2:19; Matt. 431 Hebrews 11:1,6c).
c. Love (Mark 12:30; Deut 6:8; Cf. Matt 16:1816 and John 21£17).
(1) See Mark 12:30; cf. Deut. 64
(2) Compare JesusO questiod ®eterOs Ogreat confessionO (Matt-16)1bith
JesusO question of Peter after His resurrection (Jn.-21)15

3. Be SENSITIVE1 Pet 3:15; 2 Tim 2:225; Jude 22).
a. The BiblicaHOW of Christian apologetics
b. An OatmosphereO of humility (Col 3:12; Acts 20:19; PEB;212Pet 5:%

Dallas Willard:'The Allure of Gentleness#"Ki"(..-")0".1/2'54X.")2')"/04()"5)&0(%6G:"=.8',5.")2."
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4. Be APPRECIATIVEf doubt and difficuliquestions.

@'34-"A4(('1'(#"™ Over 33%'0+"G0,(%"-,6)5"5'G")2')"H92&45)4'(5"&.")00"80(+4-.()")2.G">(0<|'66"
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a. Review ofkey reasons for church region (see OSix Reasons Young Christians

Leave Church,O Barna Group (Sept 28, 2011).

(1) The church is overprotective.

(2) The church experience of Christianity is shallow.

(3) The churchOs ideas about sexuality are simplistic and judgmental.

(4) The churchOs exclusivaims. (29% of young Christians say Ochurches are

afraid of beliefs of other faiths.O)

(5) The church is unfriendly to those who doubt.
@'34-"A4((1'(#"HT"=.64.3.")2")inexpressed -0,=)"45"0(."0+")2."105)"/0<.&+,6"-.5)&0G.&5"0+"
+'4)21"Pou Lost Me:"A4(-6."608")40("E]VVQ?

b. A Biblical basis for legitimate doubt

(1) Dbhn the Baptist early (John 1£).

(2) John the Baptist later (Matt 11111 and Luke 7:180).

(3) Doubting Thomas

(4) Jude 1:22 OBe merciful to those who DOUBT.

(5) Mark 9:24 [father with possessed sorQdl do believe; help my
UNBELIEB (Mark 9:24).

Larry Barnett P".7)_.("&.5.'&82Q#"HR"<2.(";,.5)40(5"(-"-0,=)5"'=0,)"92&45)4'(4)G"&." %

5,88.55+,66G"&.5063.-:""466.((4'65"(-"_.(.&")40("a"&'45.-"4("92&45)4'("20,5.206-5"&."24%26
64>.6G")0=&'8."92&45)4'(4)G"'5"-,6)57"b(-.&")2.5."84&8,15)'(8.5:")2.™))&4)40("&")."+&01"
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92&45)4'(4)G"0+")205."&'45.-"4("92&45)4'("20,5.206-5"45"6.55")2'("DF™"10(%"'66"%.(.&")40(5:
1.'(4(%" over 98% persistency in the Christian faith among those whose doubts have been
| successfully resolved?

B. Employbetter METHODS.

1. Be COMPREHENSIVi& applying the Christian faith.
(Cf. KinnamanYou Lost Ne

o \VF"M2."82,&82"45"H'(}4().66.8),'6?I"

o D[F"™M2."82,&82"45"H'(}884.(8.I

o DCcF"™M2."82,&82"45"H&)6.3'()I")0")2.4&"8'&..&"0&"4().&.5)5
a. Cf.Song: OThe B | B L E, yes thatOs book for me.O

b. Connecting the Bibléo the intellect, scienceand oneOs career.
“Active” church millennials:

o E7"10&."64>.6G")2'("-&0/0,)5"4+")2.G"5'G")2.G(6:)0"34.<")2.4&"%4+)5"d"/'5540(5™"'5"
['&)"0+"_0-U5"8'664(%"Pc[F"3?"\eFQ?

o €7"10&."64>.6G")0"2'3."6.'&(.-"")82,&82"H20<")2."C4=6."//64.5")0"1G"+4.6-"0&"8'&..&"
4().&.5)51"PDWF"3?"eFQ?

2. Be INQUISITIVE
a. The Gospels record 173 questionshy Jesus
b. Learnsomepenetrating questions.

3. Be COMPARATIVE

Il. Using a New Tool—the “Worldview Tool.”
A. The OworldviewO concept
1. My personal and professional connections

2. Basic claim: The worldview concept can be an extremely valuable and versatile tool
that facilitates desperately needed discipleship diagnosis and pieegibin an
increasingly posChristian culture.

B. Evangelical emphases and shifts on the concept of worldview.

1. Emphasis on HEAD (e.g. James Sir€he Universe Next

Door editions 13 [1976, 1988, 1997])

K0&B-34.<"45"HB")"0+"/&.5,//054)40(5P'55,1/)40(5"<2482"1'G"=.")&, .="'&)4'66G")&,."0&"
.04&.6G"+'65.Q"<2482"<."206-"P80(5840,56G"0&"5,=80(5840,56G:"80(545).()6G"0&."4(80(545).()6 GQ"
'=0,)")2."='548"1'>.,/"0+"0,&"<0&6-1"P.1/2'545"-- -Q? "

2. Emphasis on the biblical idea of the HEART(e.g. David
Naugle Worldview: The History of a Con@8®4; SireThe Universe Next Doeditions
4-5 [2004, 2009])

HM2."2.'&)"0+")2."1")).&"0+"<0&6-34.<"45") 2&6-34.<"45""1")).&"042."2.'&) R?""T"/&0/05.")2")"
)2."2.'&)"(-"4)5"80().()""5")2."8.().&"0+"2,1'("80(5840,5(.55"8&.").5"(-"80(5)4),).5"<2")"<."
80110(6G"&.+.&")0"5" Weltanschauung|"N<0&6-34.<O"PN %6.:"//?"Dfe]Z".1/2'545" - .-Q? "
J4&. Universe Next Door:"c)2".-?"PD]JcQ'-"[ )2"-?"PD]JWQ#""NAgK".6.1.()5"4("245"-.+4(4)40(O#""
K0&6-34.<"45"HPL14)1.():""+,(-'1.()'6"0&4.())40("0+")2."2.&)  )2)"8'("=.".7/&.55.-"5"
"5)0&G"0&"4(""5.)"0+"/&.5,//054)40(5"22?1"P.1/2'545"--"-Q?
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3. Emphasis on ACTIONS oriented by ultimate
DESIRKe.g. James K. A. Smiesiring the Kingdom:
Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formag@os).

K0&6-34.<"520,6-"=."5..(:"(0)"50"1,82"5"<2")"/.0/6."  think'=,)"4("<2")")2.G"do'"Pesiring the
Kingdom:\\QZ'(-"<2")")2.G"-0"45"52"/.-"=G")2."2.'&):"<2482"45"H0&4.().-"/&41'&46G"=G"-.54&.["=G"
<2')"<."603.1"PD[Q?""

HK2')U5™)"5)">.1"45"H(0)"/&41'&46G"4-.'5"=,)"603.I"PDeQ?

C.A new paradigm for the worldview tool.

1. Your WORLDVIEWO is the OCORECof WHO
YOU ARE in all of your @unctioning componentsO).
a. Mind (basic beliefs and assumptions about universal human questions)
b. Attitude (emotion/conscience)
c. Behavior (actions/communication)
d. Will (motives/desires)

2. Definition of “A WORLDVIEW?: OA worldviev is a way of life guided by basic
beliefs and priority values that are expressed in preferred behavior.O

3. Definition of a“CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW?”: OA Christian worldview is a way of
life with basic beliefs, priority values, and preferred behavior that @neaously
directed by a love for God and His revelation to humanity.O
a. Connection to the Ogreatest commandmentO (Mk 1328t 22:3440; Lk 10:25

28) and to theShemgDeut. 6:49).

b. Emphasis on love, not mere professed belief.

D.Using the worldview tooto developdiscipleshipn preaching, teachingarentingand
selfassessment(See the chart, p. 7)

1. Personal Integrity (See the chart, p. 6)
I Am | motivated by a love for God in my mind, attitudes, behavior, and will (Mk
12:30)?
I Do | have a transformed mind (Rom 12)N the Omind of ChristO Qor
2:15N that is led by the Spirit of God (Rom 854)?
I Do | desire to be consistent (in mind, attitude, behavior, and will)? How/Where
can | be more consistent?
I Do | seek to know GodOs revelation and its profitability for every good work
(2 Tim 3:1517)?
I Do | consciasly allow GodOs revelation to inform my thoughts, attitudes,
speech, actions, and deepest desires?
2. Individual Involvement
I Do | Otake every thought captiveO to Christ (2 Cor 10:5) in my own
involvement with culture (e.g. media, leisure, work, educatsports, money)?
I Do | conduct myself Oin a manner worthy of the gospel of ChristO (Phil 1:27)?
I Am | providing OsaltO and OlightO for my culture (Matl5)23
I Am |, like Lot, OdistressedO and OtormentedO by a sinful culture (2®ét 2:4
3. Relational Investments
' Do | understand the implications of a Christian worldview for all my
relationships?
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Do | apply a Christian worldview to my relationships (family, friends, church,
community, work)?

4. Social-Academic Influence

Do | see the relevance of the Christian wdview for socicacademic areas (e.g.
law, politics, economics, history, education, psychology, art, biology, cosmology,
philosophy, sociology, anthropology)?

Are my social values adequately informed by GodOs revelation?

Do | recognize and critically engmthe assumptions that are incompatible with

a Christian worldview?

Do | try to offer constructive Christian contributions to the sociacademic

areas?

Do | understand the implications of a Christian worldview foy college major

or line of work

5. Cultural Impact

Do | engage in and support cressltural and global witness (Matt 28:28)7?
Do | view the Gospel as equally important for all ethnic groups?

6. Apologetic Interaction

Am | personally convicted of the truth of the Christian faith?

How prepared an | to give a reasoned account of my Christian hope (1 Peter
3:15)?

Can | detect the presence and influence of other worldviews and avoid being
taken captive by deceptive philosophies (Col 2:8; 2 Cor 10:5)?

Can | politely but persuasively dialogue with smme with a different

worldview (1Pet 3:15?

E. Someone whdLIVES a Christian worldview:

1.

LOVESGod with all of oneOs heasoul, mind, and strength

(Mk 12:30).
Is adequately INFORMEDby GodOs revelation (2 Tim 3:18
Rom 1:1820).
Has a TRANSFORMEDnind (Rom 12:12) that is led by
the

SPIRITRom 8:514).
Is not taken CAPTIVBEby deceptive philosophies (Col 2:8) but
takes every
thought CAPTIVEoO Christ (2 Cor 10:5).
Is always ready to give REASONSor the Christian hope

(1 Peter 3:15).

Applies the obligations and implications of the Christian worldview to

ALL of life (3 John 1:4; Eph 4:1;18; Col 2:6 1 Thess 4:1).
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30).

Mind
Matt. 16:21-23
Rom. 8:5-9;
Rom. 12:2;
1 Cor. 2:14-16;
2 Cor. 10:3-5;
2 Cor. 11:3-4;
Eph. 4:22-24;
Phil 3:18-20;
. Col. 3:1-3; o
M Titus I1)’:131—))15 M
Matt. 6:1-2; 1 Sam. 16:7; Ps. 1:1;
Luke 16:13-15 Phil 2:3-8;
Acts 5:1-11; Col. 2:6; Col. 3:15;
1 Thess. 2:3-9; M i nd 2 Cor. 7:8-11;
Phil. 3:10-14; 2 Pet. 2:6-10;
James 1:13-15 Belief Acts 24:16;
. . 1 Cor. 4:4;
Imagination 1Tim. 1:5-7; 411-2;
Rom. 9:1-2;

Gal. 5:22
Will

Desires
Motives

Action Speech

Matt. 7:15-23; Matt. 12:36-37;

Rom. 12:1; Matt 15:10-11;

1 Cor. 6:9-10; Col. 4:6;

1 Cor. 10:6-12; James 1:26;
Gal. 5:19-21; James 4:13-14;
Eph. 5:3-13 1 Tim. 4:12

Col. 3:5-6;

1 Thess. 4:2-8;

1 Tim. 1:8-11

Discipleship Diagnosis: How’s Your Integrity?
Read the scriptures and note what is especially significant or relevant for you in each area.
Do an honest spiritual appraisal in each of these areas.
In what ways are you inconsistent in these areas? How can you improve?
Do | say but donOtdo? " What do | do that | should do but donOt

really want to do?
What beliefs do | affirm but donOtact What do | not want to do but often do

out? anyway?
Does myspeech match my expressed Is my conscience genuinely hurt after
beliefs? doing what my faith says is wrong?

whh e

4. To what extent are you consciously motivated by your love for God in each area?
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LIVING a Christian Worldview

“l ... implore you ... to WALK in a manner worthy of the calling ...” (Eph 4:1).
*“... We request and exhort you ... as to how you ought to WALK and please God ...” (1 Thess 4:1).
“I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children WALKING in the truth” (3 John 1:4). [NASV]

Cultural Impact

Medical Care]. socio-Academic Influence

f nthropology .
Prisons| =ssmm——  Relational Investment

(Education ]

T ———

(Gafrs ] Phiesoshy]
———
| Disasters]

M

T J T —
—~=....| Education |
ology/ \Church Leaders] ‘Grandparents’

E

— |boyGitFeng A

/ T p— Boy/Girl Friend|

1 are | ———— .
‘Q‘Psychology’ \Hlstory Social Justice!s

] —— —_— |,
| Unwanted Pregnancy] /

How consciously and effectively am I LIVING
a Christian Worldview in ALL of life?

Use this for personal devotions or small group interaction: How would | grade myself in these areas? Where do
| need the most growth? What steps should | take? What resources can | use?

Personal Integrity?

Individual Invo lvement with Culture?

Relational Investments?

Socio-Academic Influence?

Cross-Cultural Impact?

Apologetic Interaction? (E.g. Do | know WHY | accept and live a Christian worldview? Have |
gone beyond mere mental assent to personal conviction?Do | know why | don’t believe
something else? How OreadyO am | to give reason for my Christian hope? How often do 1?)

oakrwbdrE

I" Dr. Rich Knopp, “Addressing the Decline of the Christian Worldview” Page 8




